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A Token of Appreciation for a Jacobean Hoard(1) 

 
Gary Oddie 

 

At the monthly meeting of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, on January 4th, 1848, the Rev. C. Wellbeloved 

gave a short notice on the discovery of a hoard of silver coins found at Deighton, a few miles south of York(2). 

The full note was published in the proceedings for the year, reproduced below(3). 
 

 

Fig. 1. Discovery of silver coins at Deighton(3). 

 

Of the pieces donated to the Yorkshire Philosophical society, some can now be identified amongst the holdings 

of the Yorkshire Museum, York. A short note was published in 1992 retelling the story and reconstructing the 

hoard(4). The silver cup donated by Lord Wenlock to the finder was noted, but its location was not known at the 

time. This might have been the end of the story until a chance find at auction, shown in figure 2(5). 
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Fig. 2. Silver tankard set with coins from the Deighton hoard. 10.2cm high, base 9.0cm, rim 8.2cm. 

 

The engraved legend is as follows “COINS FOUND ON THE FARM OCCUPIED BY MR JOHN 

RICHARDSON AT DEIGHTON / AND PRESENTED TO HIM BY HIS LANDLORD LORD WENLOCK, 

AUGUST 1847”. This adds a first name to the tenant farmer. The auction description also suggests the maker 

of the tankard as Thomas Wallis, but the date letter is not visible on the hallmark. 
 

A full listing of the coins can be found in the Appendix. 
 

Also in the lot was a 25cm diameter “Victorian silver salver by Samuel Roberts & Charles Belk, Sheffield, 

1869.”  
 

The border is mounted with James I and Elizabeth I shillings and the reverse has the following inscription “This 

waiter weighing 17oz 14dwts was made to receive 16 old Coins of unknown Assay.”  
 

 

Fig. 3. Silver salver set with shillings of Elizabeth I and James I. 25cm diameter. 
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Fig. 4. Silver salver from above showing the sixteen shillings. See Appendix for listing. 

 

The initials “I (or J) EH” are engraved in the middle of the salver, which I have been unable to trace in relation 

to the finders of the hoard or Lord Wenlock. 
 

Adding up the numbers in figure 1 gives a hoard face value of £10 12s. It was noted in the original report(1) and 

later(3) that the newest coins were only slightly underweight. Of the surviving coins, either attached to the tankard 

and salver or in the Yorkshire Museum collection, all have been lightly clipped to remove the outer circle of 

beads. In a few cases, the clipping reaches into the legend. 
 

From the auction catalogue, the total weight of the salver and tankard was 28oz or about £7 5s of full weight 

silver coins. I make the weight 899g (28.9 troy ounces), so quite close. 
 

It is looking likely that after the 57 coins were donated to the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, the rest of the 

hoard was melted, some immediately for the tankard and the rest 22 years later for the salver. The two items 

were brought together at some stage and housed in a blue velvet lined and fitted box with which they were 

auctioned.  
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Fig. 5. Presentation case for the tankard and salver, 
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Appendix – Listing of mounted coins 
 
On the tankard 

James I shilling, obv. 4th bust, mm Rose. 

James I sixpence, rev. 1604, EXURGAT legend, mm Lis. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Bell. 

James I sixpence, rev. 1603, QVAE DEVS legend, mm Rose. 

James I shilling, rev. QVAE DEVS legend, mm Lis. 

Elizabeth I sixpence, rev. 1667 , mm Coronet. 
 
On the salver 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Woolpack. 

James I shilling, obv. 3rd bust, mm Rose. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Tun. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm 2. 

James I shilling, obv. 5th bust, mm Key. 

James I shilling, obv. 3rd bust, mm Rose. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Key. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Scallop. 

James I shilling, obv. 5th bust variety, mm Key. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Martlet. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Tun. 

James I shilling, obv. 3rd bust, mm Rose. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm Woolpack. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm damaged. 

James I shilling, obv. 4th bust, mm Rose. 

Elizabeth I shilling, obv. mm damaged. 
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