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Vicar’s Jubilee, Churchstoke, 1896 
 

Gary Oddie & Nigel Lutt 
 

The token shown below, in figure 1, whilst the most basic of designs, is more informative than many, with a 

date, place and a suggested reason for issue. 
 

 
Fig. 1. Token for a Vicar’s Jubilee. 

 
Obv:  VICAR’S JUBILEE / CHURCHSTOKE 

Around I896 

Rev: Just an outer beaded circle and raised rim. 

Details: Brass, 31.2mm, 8.073g, milled edge. Pierced for suspension. 

 

The diameter and weight are suspiciously close to those of a pre-decimal penny (30.86mm and 9.45g), but with 

no hint as to the purpose of the piece beyond celebrating a Vicar’s Jubilee, the search began. 
 
First, the Vicar - a quick search of the genealogical websites revealed several editions of Crockford’s Clerical 

Directory where a Robert More White living at Churchstoke Vicarage, Shrewsbury can be found.(1)  Though 

Churchstoke is geographically in Montgomeryshire, Wales, some of the church administration stems from 

Herefordshire. Some details of the Vicar’s past can be found in the 1898 edition of Crockford’s and these are 

added to the biography presented below. 
 
Robert More White was born on 13 December 1811 and he  was baptised on 12 February 1812, in Felpham, 

Sussex, 

 

located about a mile east of Bognor Regis. He was the son of Thomas and Louisa Catherine White. 
 
He received a BA from St Peter’s College, Cambridge, in 1836 and an MA in 1838. He became Vicar of 

Churchstoke, in the Diocese of Hereford, in 1846 and a few years later he married Edith Mary Agg at Prestbury, 

Gloucestershire on 24 September 1850. Some online sources give her maiden name as Ugg, at variance with the 

original document shown in figure 2. 

 

 
Fig. 2. Marriage record for Robert More White and Edith Mary Agg. 

 

At the time of the 1851 census Robert and his wife were visiting his in-laws William John Agg and Mary Agg 

at Hewlett’s House in Prestbury, Cheshire. Robert is described as Perpetual Curate of Church Stoke, 

Montgomeryshire. 
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In the 1871 census the following people are found living at the Vicarage at Churchstoke. Robert More White 

the head of the household aged 59, his wife Edith Mary aged 40, and their two daughters: Marion Edith aged 3, 

and Laura Caroline aged 1. Also living in were four servants: Margaret Jasper aged 33, Jane Morris aged 20, 

Mary Ann Hotchkiss aged 17, and Joseph Ryale aged 18. 
 

 
Fig. 3. Ordnance Survey map from 1903 (6 inches to the mile) showing the Church and Vicarage at 

Churchstoke. CC-BY (NLS).(2) 

 

By the 1881 census, his two daughters, Marion and Laura are now 13 and 12 respectively and are both described 

as scholars. Also in the household are the following staff: Bertha W. Steele aged 25, Teacher (boarder), Mary 

Ann Rawlins aged 58, Cook and domestic servant, Mary Williams aged 22, Schoolroom maid, Mary Ann Price 

aged 20, Housemaid domestic, Richard Oakley aged 19, Footman and domestic servant. 
 
Robert White also had a large influence on the church and the parishioners. The church tower dates from the 

13th century, and because of its location on the English-Welsh border witnessed events during the Anglo-Welsh 

Wars of the Middle Ages and the Civil War of the seventeenth century.(3) Having fallen into disrepair, significant 

extensions and rebuilding were carried out after 1812. A larger nave, schoolroom and galleries were built, 

supported by iron columns made at Coalbrookdale, 25 miles away to the east. By 1815, a total of £2500 had 

been spent on the project, and the architect was a Joseph Bromfield. Following a few decades of decline, in 

1881, Robert White carried out a major refurbishment of the whole church including the addition of a chancel 

and south porch.  
 

 
Fig. 4. St Nicholas’ Church at Churchstoke, as finished by Robert More White.(3) 
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In the 1891 census, the family is still together at the Vicarage, Robert is 79, Edith 60 and the daughters Marion 

and Laura 33 and 31 respectively, both unmarried. There are now four members of staff from a 16-year-old 

footman to a 31-year-old lady’s maid. 
 
By 1896, Robert More White had achieved an extremely unusual feat – having remained the Vicar at the same 

church for 50 years. Then, as now, the church regularly moved its people from one parish to another, often many 

miles apart. Having avoided this, the resulting celebrations of his golden jubilee are covered extensively in the 

local newspapers. Nearly three columns are devoted to the celebrations on Wednesday 5 April 1896.(4) The 

vicar’s contributions to the parish including the enlargement of the two schools and the refurbishment of the 

church, but most of all his support for the community as a whole were described in the speeches and sermons to 

a packed church. The vicar was presented with some engraved silver and on rising to accept the crowd applauded 

and repeated this during his humorous and humble acknowledgement speech. The rest of the afternoon was a 

village sports day with the band playing. At the very end of this report appears the following short paragraph. 

 

Medals of copper (sic) were struck in commemoration of the Jubilee  

containing the words “Vicar’s Jubilee, Churchstoke, 1896.” 

 

In 1905 Robert More White and his wife were still active and giving prizes for proficiency in religious 

knowledge to children attending the local schools. The prizes were work-boxes, writing-cases and books were 

purchased with the year’s income from the White charity which had been “founded by the present vicar in 

commemoration of his jubilee in 1896.”(5) 

 
The vicar’s diamond jubilee was reported in 1906.(6) Though aged 95 he was still involved with parochial work. 

With the exception of his holidays, there was no recollection of him ever having missed giving his two Sunday 

sermons. He was also chairman of the two local church school boards and was still teaching. A free tea, with 

sports to follow, was planned in celebration for all of the near 1,000 residents in the parish.   
 
Just a few months later he died and was buried at his church, St Nicholas’s at Churchstoke. His will went through 

probate in London on 2nd January 1907, to George Devereux Harrison and Arthur William Agg esquires. Effects 

£20,002 6s 11d. 
 
His widow, Edith, died 11 years later. The inscription on their sandstone crossed tomb reads: Robert More 

WHITE, Died 13th December 1906 Aged 95. For 60 years Vicar of this Parish. And Edith Mary WHITE, his 

wife, Died July 30th, 1917, Aged 84. 
 
The striking of this medal, celebrating a remarkable career, was likely influenced by Queen Victoria's Golden 

Jubilee (1887) and impending Diamond Jubilee (1897). These created an increased public interest in inexpensive 

souvenirs of all kinds, and also made them more likely to celebrate long service at a local level than previous 

generations. 

 

Notes and References  
 
(1) Crockford’s Clerical directory. Editions from 1868, 1874, 1885, and 1898. 

(2) https://maps.nls.uk/  

(3) https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/church/st-nicholas-churchstoke . 

(4) “The Vicar of Churchstoke’s Jubilee – Enthusiastic Rejoicings.” The Montgomery County Times, 

Saturday 8 April 1896, p6 cols 5, 6 and 7. 

(5) “Churchstoke – Prize Distribution.” Shrewsbury Chronicle, Friday 9 June 1905, p7 col7. 

(6) “A Veteran Clergyman – Vicar’s Diamond Jubilee.” Gloucestershire Echo, Saturday 14 April 1906, p4 

col4. 

 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/church/st-nicholas-churchstoke

