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Early letter forms in the Edward III Florin coinage 1344-51 

Denis Martin 

 

The first detailed work on the 3rd coinage of Edward III, 1344-51, normally referred to as 

the Florin coinage, was written by J. Shirley-Fox in 1928 and published in the Numismatic 

Chronicle.1 This article has largely stood the test of time apart from a re-examination of the 

chronology of the Durham coins by Elmore-Jones in 19592 and 19613 published in the British 

Numismatic Journal.  

It would be true to say that the Florin coinage of pennies, halfpennies and farthings form a 

series which has become frozen in time as far as numismatic research is concerned. New 

discoveries have been thin on the ground. The only major new type in the last thirty years or 

so has been a Reading penny with an obverse reading EDWARDVS: REX:AnG both A’s being 

chevron-barred. This coin was discovered and described by J.J.North 4.   

Occasionally a coin turns up which throws some new light on the issue, in this case the 

chronology of the earliest coins produced in the series. It is such a discovery by the author 

which is the subject of this note.  

The Florin coinage falls into two main types. The earliest group are the so-called Unusual 

types, A to E, the rest of the output falling into the Normal (or Main) types 1-4. Durham 

coins are given a classification of their own. Lord Stewartby in his publication English Coins 

1180-15515, following the Fox brothers, used a general classification Type 16 for the Florin 

coinage, subdividing the Unusual types into 16a and the Normal types into 16b breaking this 

down further into subclasses 16a1- a2 for the Unusual types, 16 b1-b4 for the Normal types 

and 16b5 and 16c for two late Durham types. For simplicity the former classification will be 

used. The coins referred to in this article fall into the subgroups Unusual types A and C and 

the Normal type 2 and attention will be focussed on the forms of the lettering. The coins 

illustrated are from the author’s collection. 

Fig. 1 shows an Unusual type C. The main relevance to this note is the form of the font on 

both the obverse and reverse. The lettering is narrow, particularly noticeable on the 

reverse-barred N’s in LON and DON on the reverse and the A in EDWAR on the obverse. 

                   

 

 
1 J. Shirley-Fox, N.C.1928, 16-46 
2 F. Elmore-Jones, BNJ 1959, 326-33 
3 F. Elmore-Jones, BNJ, 1961, 363-5 
4 J.J.North, Spink Numismatic Circular, December 1993. 
5 Lord Stewartby, English Coins 1180-1551, published Spink, 2009. 
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Fig. 1 Unusual type C.   Ex. Lockett, Woodhead. 

                  

This narrow lettering is characteristic of all type C coins although, extremely rarely, it is also 

found on the reverse of type A as described later.                                                   

Fig 2 shows a typical coin of Unusual type A. All coins of this type have the same obverse die 

and are very rare. The lettering is broad and, as elegantly described by Stewartby, florid. The 

n’s are of the Lombardic type, particularly noticeable in the LON and DON quarters on the 

reverse, as is found on much of the Florin coinage issues. This form of reverse lettering is 

also found on the vast majority of type A coins.  

 

 

 

 
Fig.2  Unusual type A with the round , florid font. 

 

     

 Fig 3 shows the only example of a type A coin the author has ever seen with the narrow 

letter form on the reverse die that occurs on type C dies.  The form of the narrow “n”s on 

this coin, however, is of the Lombardic type as can be seen in the LON and DON quarters. 

The obverse is from the same die as the coin in Fig.2 
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Fig. 3 Unusual type A with narrow lettering on the reverse.    Ex.Walters, Lockett, Stewartby. 

 

To summarise so far the narrow lettering font is characteristic of Unusual type C with one 

extremely rare example of a narrow lettering die finding its way onto the reverse of an 

Unusual type A. This availability of letter punches of the narrow form available to die sinkers 

in the early experimental stage of production suggests that types A and C were produced 

within the same very short period of time. 

This would seem to be the end of the story of the narrow lettering certainly as far as 

previous literature on the subject is concerned. The author was fortunate to spot, however, 

the coin shown below in Fig.4. 

The obverse is the typical design of the Normal types 1-4 with an elaborate crown and 

bushy hair. These four types tend to differ only in the punctuation or lack of it, the form of 

the letter N and the King’s title as EDWR or EDWAR. This type 2 obverse is the only type 

with the latter reading. It is the reverse, however, that prompted the writing of this note. 

 

 

 

 
Fig 4.  Normal type 2 with narrow lettering on the reverse 
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The narrow lettering on the reverse is clearly from the same font as that on Unusual type C. 

In fact, the author originally thought that the reverse die was the same as that in Fig.1. 

There are, however, very slight differences in spacing. The expected reverse die associated 

with this obverse would be of the type described as the florid, round font with either a 

Lombardic “n” as in Fig 2 or in some cases a normal “N”.  

It seems that a narrow lettering reverse die found its way into the large, later production of 

the Normal types resulting in what one could tentatively describe as a type 2/type C mule. 

The coin above is the only example seen as evidence of this happening but readers of this 

note may well know better. News of any more instances of this type of muling being found 

in the Normal types 1-4 are eagerly awaited by the author. 

 

                                                                                                

 


