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The Treason Act – 17 July 1649 
 

Gary Oddie 

 
Tuesday 17th July was a busy day in Parliament. Along with the previously noted Act defining the 

denominations, weights, and designs of the new Commonwealth coinage,(1) an act was also passed declaring 

what offences shall be adjudged treason. 
 
The Treasons Act of 1649 was passed by the so-called Rump Parliament. It superseded the Act declaring what 

offences shall be adjudged Treason passed about two months earlier on the 14th of May 1649. The Rump 

Parliament was part of the Long Parliament in Britain that continued to sit after the forced exclusion of 

Presbyterian members in 1648. It voted for the trial that resulted in the execution of Charles I.  
 
With the execution of Charles I at the end of January in 1649, new Treason Acts were necessary to replace those 

that had previously addressed offences against the King, with those that addressed threats that faced the 

Commonwealth.  
 
This Treason Act of 17th July 1649 is just five pages long, but the last page and a half refer to all aspects of the 

circulating gold and silver coinage. The whole Act is reproduced in the pages that follow and a brief summary 

appears below. 
 
The Act proceeds as follows. On pages 353-4, that no one is to publish or say that the [Commonwealth] 

government is tyrannical, usurped, or unlawful, or that the commons in parliament assembled are not the 

supreme authority of this nation. Then no members of the Commonwealth’s army (under Thomas Fairfax)  are 

to plot, contrive, or endeavour to stir up or raise force against the present government, or for the subversion or 

alteration of the same. Then page 355 begins; no one is to procure, invite, aid, or assist any foreigners or 

strangers to invade England or Ireland or to attempt or incite the subversion of the government, or insurrection 

against the government. Then appears the numismatic section with no one to counterfeit the Commonwealth 

version of the great seal of England, and this is followed by pages 355-7 with no counterfeiting the coinage of 

the Commonwealth, importing false money, no uttering or making payments with false money etc. And no one 

is to Impaire, diminish, falsifie, clip, wash, round or file, scale or lighten, for wicked lucre or gains sake any 

the proper moneys or coyness of this Commonwealth, or the dominions thereof, or of the moneys or coins of any 

other realm allowed or suffered to be currant within this Commonwealth. . .  
 
The penalty for treason under the Act was death and forfeiture of all lands and goods. 
 
As with all acts and ordinances passed by Parliament during the Civil War and the Interregnum, which did not 

have Royal Assent, this Act was made null and void following the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660. 
 
The pages below reproduce the act in full. The images are slightly reduced to fit on the page. 
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(1) An Act Touching the Moneys & Coyns of England – 17 July 1649 – Gary Oddie. Link. 
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