
BNS Research Blog       5th October 2021 Page 1 

ST. KITTS CUT AND COUNTERMARKED COINS: A RE-EXAMINATION 

K. V. Eckardt 

 

 

All Images are from the Author’s collection and are larger than actual size.  All specimens illustrated have a 
secondary countermark from Tortola on the opposite side. 

 

The origin of the simple incuse ‘S’ countermark appearing on cut segments of Spanish-
American dollars and Cayenne 2 sous has been a past problem for numismatists.  Early 
students of the series assigned the coins to The Saints, a small group of islands near 
Guadeloupe.  Major F. Pridmore1 attributed these pieces to St. Kitts and his basis seemingly 
rests upon Robert Chalmers2, who indicates that An Act for stamping coins was passed in St. 
Kitts in February 1801 and coincides in date and title to the Act passed in Tortola.  The 
Tortola Act is available for reference, but according to Chalmers, only the title of the St. Kitts 
Act has been preserved, however, this seems to be a misunderstanding.  Major Pridmore’s 
attribution of this countermark is undoubtedly correct, but the foundation must be re-
examined. 

In many instances concerning these necessity type issues documentation is lacking in detail 
or unknown.  Up to this time written contemporary reference to action taken in St. Kitts, 
regarding cut countermarked coinage, has for all practical purposes been non-existent.  

 
1 Pridmore, F., The Coins of The British Commonwealth of Nations, Part 3, Spink & Son Ltd. 1965, pg. 139 
2 Chalmers, R., A History of Currency in the British Colonies, first published 1893, John Drury, 1972, pg. 75 
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However, certain records have been located in the Archives, at Government Headquarters, 
in St. Kitts that sheds some light on this subject. 

The source and sadly the inaccuracy of Chalmers reference to a St. Kitts Act dealing with cut 
countermarked coins in the colony is unknown to this writer, but the documentation in the 
St. Kitts Archives indicates that an Act was proposed and actually put before Council, but not 
in the time frame suggested by Chalmers.  Regrettably the records in the St. Kitts Archives 
are not complete and the volume or volumes containing the actual ‘Acts of St. Christopher’ 
for the years 1799 to 1804 were not available and are presumed lost.  The volumes of ‘The 
Minutes of the Assembly’ (the island Legislative Council) are more complete and two 
volumes were completely reviewed:  July 1799 to September 1802 and October 1802 to 
February 1806.  Evidence that an Act was passed by the Legislative Council and approved by 
The President of Council is clearly contained in these Minutes. 

Concern for the state of the circulating marketplace coinage was occurring in St. Kitts 
around the time this matter was receiving attention in Tortola.  An extract of the Minutes of 
the meeting of the Assembly on 17 December 1800 reads: 

RESOLVED:  That a Committee be appointed to inspect the stamping of such a 
Number of black dogs and of such a Quantity as they may think proper.  And also, to 
inspect the cutting and stamping such a Number of Dollars as they may think 
necessary for the use of the Inhabitants and that the Committee do report their 
Opinions thereon to the House at their next Meeting for further Instructions before 
anything be further done and that Mr. Hobson, Mr. Sharry, Mr. Earle, Mr. Robinson 
and Mr. Fraser be the committee for that purpose. 

A very important element must be noted in this resolution:  The appointed Committee 
would inspect the cutting as well as stamping of the dollar segments.  This is significant and 
differs from the Tortola Act which only provided for the stamping of cut coin segments 
already in circulation.  In Tortola these cut dollar segments were brought to the Committee 
by their owners and stamped. The weight of the segment was simply not considered.  The 
denominational value of the coin was a function of the shape and general size.  Coins were 
not officially cut in Tortola and the Act did not provide any minimum weights for the various 
denominational segments. 

The St. Kitts proposal more faithfully follows the lines of an official programme, in that 
dollar coins would be procured and be properly cut and stamped under supervision.  It 
would be fair to assume that minimum weights would be assigned to the segments under 
these circumstances.  It can be noted that specimen evidence exists that indicates cut 
segments already in circulation which met the designated weight standard would also be 
stamped.  The cut ¼ dollar segments with crenated edges, Martinique c.1797, were 
evidently recognised throughout the islands.  These segments, officially cut or contemporary 
counterfeits, also occur with the incuse S countermarks and the assumption must be they 
met the minimum weight standard. 

However, no further mention is made in the Assembly Minutes about coins or currency 
matters until the Meeting of 24 September 1801, where it is stated: 
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24 September 1801 Council Meeting                   
Held at Court House in Basseterre                   
RESOLVED:  That a Committee be appointed to take into consideration the present 
diminished state of the Coin in this Country And to prepare a Bill to regulate same.  
That Mr. B. Inlins, Mrs. Stephen, Mr. Earle, Mr. Sharry and Mr. Robbinson be the 
Committee for such purpose.           
On Motion made and Seconded. 

Further Council Action as follows: 

10 December 1801:              
A Verbal Message from Council that they had three times read and passed a Bill to 
Prevent the Introduction of Circulation of Base Coin, and to punish such persons as 
shall debase or lighten the Foreign Coins Current in this Island.          
It was on Motion made and Seconded Ordered:                  
That the Bill to prevent the Introduction or Circulation of Base Coin, and to punish 
such persons as shall debase or lighten the Foreign Coins in this Island be read a 
second time at the next meeting.         
On Motion made and Seconded. 

18 December 1801:             
[A Second Reading of the Bill]  

 

21st January 1802:          
The order of the Day was Called for the House to resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole House to Consider the Bill to prevent the introduction or circulation of Base 
Coin and to punish such persons as Shall Debase or lighten the Foreign Coins in the 
Island.  It was On Motion made and Seconded.       
Resolved:   That the Order be discharged 

24th July 1802:             
The Order of the Day was Called for the House to resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House to consider the Bill to prevent the introduction or circulation of Base 
Coin, and to punish Such persons as shall debase or lighten the Foreign Coins Current 
in this Island.          
 Mr. Speaker left the Chair       
 Mr. Earle took the Chair of the Committee     
 Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair      
 Mr. Earle from the Committee Reported that the Committee had gone 
through the Bill and made the following alterations.  Clause the 3ed line 1st after 
word ‘file’, the words “or otherwise deface” be inserted and the whole of the 10th 
Clause be left out.             
On Motion made and Seconded           
Resolved:          
 That the House do agree to the Report And that the Bill with the alteration
 be read a third time at the next Meeting. 
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2nd August 1802:             
The Order of the Day was Called for the Third Reading of the Bill Intitled  “An Act to 
prevent the introduction of circulation of Base Coin, and to punish such persons as 
shall Debase or lighten the Foreign Coins Current in this Island”, with Amendments.  
And it was Read Accordingly passed and sent to Council with the following Message:
 The Gentlemen of the Assembly      
 To His Honour the President of Council         
This House has Read three time and passed the Bill Intitled “An Act to prevent the 
Introduction of Circulation of Base Coin, and to punish such persons as shall Debase 
or lighten the Foreign Coin current in This Island” with the following Alterations vis. 
Clause the 3ed line 1st after word “file” the words “or otherwise Debase” be inserted.  
And the whole of the 10th Clause be left out to which they desire the Concurrence of 
your Board.              
Assembly Room             
2nd August 1802     John Garnett, Speaker 

 

8th September 1802         
 His Honour the President of Council      
 To the Gentlemen of the Assembly          
This Board concurs in the amendments proposed by your House to the Bill Intitled “An 
Act to prevent the introduction or circulation of base Coin and to punish such persons 
as shall debase or lighten the Foreign Coins current in this Island” And they have 
passed the same with the Amendments which they now return fairly engrossed to 
your House.              
Council Chambers             
8th September 1802     By Command   
       Samuel Tudor, Clk Council 

 

With the volume containing ‘The Acts of St. Christopher’ for this time period being 
unavailable we can only speculate as to the specifics of the action, but it is clear in the title 
of the Act that the importation, most likely from Birmingham, of counterfeit base metal 
Cayenne 2 sous (Black Doggs, valued at 1 ½d ) had become a significant problem in the 
island and it is likely that ‘Foreign Coin’ (Spanish-American dollars) that had been cut and 
stamped under the supervision of the aforementioned Committee could be subject to 
lightening by filing or otherwise debased.  However, no evidence exists suggesting that 
these cut and stamped segments had been released into circulation on the island at the 
time of the Council action.  Gold coin in circulation could also be lightened by filing or 
otherwise debased and as such were likely included in the concerns of the Committee. 

So, what happened to these cut and stamped segments?  To answer this question, we must 
refer to the Act passed in Tortola in February 1801.  This Act was viewed in London as 
beyond the remit of a Colonial Assembly and therefore was disallowed by an Order in 
Council, in August 1802.  Notification of this was sent to Lord Lavington, Sir Ralph Payne, 
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Governor General of the Leeward Islands based in Basseterre, and he received this 
instruction in October 1802.  Lord Lavington could now hardly issue a similar set of cut 
countermarked coin in St. Kitts after receiving this response from London.  He resolved the 
problem in Tortola by allowing continued circulation of the countermarked cut segments by 
order of a Local Proclamation until the latter part of 1805 (after which time the cut 
segments would continue to circulate by local convention).  Lavington did respond to 
London regarding the disallowing of the Tortola February 1801 Act justifying the need for 
‘legal tender’ cut money and thus the reason for his Local Proclamation.  He still had the 
supply of cut segments that had been stamped (incuse S, three times) for use in St. Kitts.  It 
seems obvious that an arrangement was made and these cut segments were transferred to 
the Treasury in Tortola.  It is also likely that under the terms of the Local Proclamation that 
the Type I Tortola stamps were recalled back into use.  It is also very likely that an unofficial 
arrangement existed between the authorities in Tortola and the individual who stamped 
segments with the Tortola Type II and Type III (as designated by Pridmore) stamps.  Thus, all 
specimens of segments cut and stamped for St. Kitts also occur with a Tortola Type I, II or III 
stamp.  This scenario is supported by the fact that not one genuine specimen of a coin 
stamped in St. Kitts has been recorded with only the St. Kitts ‘S’ stamps.  All have a 
secondary Tortola countermark.  It can also be noted that no examples of cut segments 
countermarked in St. Kitts are known with the Tortola contemporary counterfeits, known as 
Type IV and Type V.  Clearly the producers of these counterfeits did not have access to the 
St. Kitts counterstamped pieces in the Tortola Treasury. 

 

Examples of cut dollar segments initially countermarked on St. Kitts and subsequently stamped on Tortola. 

 

With respect to gold coins the provisions or controls of this Bill are not known, but further 
action was proposed. 



BNS Research Blog       5th October 2021 Page 6 

8 February 1803:         
  The Gentlemen of the Assembly      
                 To His Honour the President of Council                                                                     
This House has entered into the following Resolution to which they desire the 
concurrence of your Board.                                       
Resolved:                       
That the Joes and other pieces of Gold now Current in the Island shall pass after the 
1st Day of March next at the Rate of 8/- the penny weight.                      
Assembly Room                         
8th Febry 1803      John Garnett, Speaker 

[Joe was the term used in the West Indies for the Brazilian gold coin of 6400 Reis] 

 

 His Honour the President of Council      
 To the Gentlemen of the Assembly          
Gentn               
This Board submits to the consideration of your house as Act passed in the sixth year 
of the Reign of her Majesty Queen Ann for ascertaining the Currency of foreign coins 
in the plantations, apprehending that Authority is thereby vested in the Captain 
General, and in his absence from the Island, the President by Public notice to remedy 
the present disgraceful condition of the Coin.         
Council chamber             
8th Febry 1803      By Command   
       Sam Tudor Clk Council 

On Motion made and Seconded           
Resolved:               
That the above message do lie on the Table. 

It is interesting to note that a careful and conservative approach was taken by the President 
of Council, in that rather than to approve local legislative action regarding the ‘deplorable 
state of the coins in circulation in the colony’, he simply defers to the provisions of the 
Proclamation of Queen Anne, dated 18 June 1704 “For settling and ascertaining the current 
rates of Foreign coins in her Majesties colonies and plantations in America.”  Of course, this 
Act was completely out of touch with the realities of the chaotic currency conditions in the 
West Indian colonies.  Perhaps the ‘almost’ issuing of the ‘S’ countermarked silver segments 
was fresh in the mind of the President of Council. 

The August/September 1802 Act must have resulted in the Black Doggs countermarked ‘S’.  
So, the question remains of when the later issue of Black Doggs countermarked ‘S.K.’ were 
issued.  There is no mention in The Assembly Minute Book to February 1806, so perhaps this 
issue follows at a later date and hopefully later Minute Books can be examined. 

I gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Miss Pearletta Lanns, of the St. Kitts Government 
Library, for the hours of her valuable time that she spent with me pouring through dusty 
volumes in an archive vault without air conditioning.  
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