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A New Type of Shovel Board Shilling 

Gary Oddie 

Some years ago I wrote a short article on shillings that had an extra silver rim added, probably for use 

in the game of Shovel Board Shilling(1). Contemporary references from the Tudor and Stuart period 

were identified along with a surviving original table that was 27 feet long at Astley Hall, Lancashire. A 

more recent publication shows how this game would evolve into the popular pub entertainment of Shove 

Ha’penny of the 20th century(2). 

Since the original article, two images of a shovel Board table in the hall of Littlecote House, Berkshire 

have been found(3,4). The table was 30 ft 2 in long, 3 ft wide and 3 ft tall and was probably made around 

1660. Figure 1 shows an imagined scene of the game being played at the time of Charles II(4). 

 

Fig 1. Game of Shovel Board being played at Littlecote House(4). 

Whether the shillings with added rims were used on such large tables has yet to be confirmed. It is more 

likely larger “pucks” were used. As with all popular games, fashions and rules will change through 

time. 

Since the original article, several more pieces have come to light, including two pieces with a different 

design. All of the standard pieces are illustrated below in Figure 2. In each case the “up” side is shown 

first, indicated by the higher rim and/or a mark indicating ownership. The “down” side is typically 

smoother, with a rim flush with the surface of the coin. 
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Fig. 2a. Selection of Shovel Board Shillings with added rims. 
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Fig. 2b. Another Shovel Board Shilling. 

These would all seem to be variations on the same theme with #12 showing that the rim is created using 

a joined strip of silver, soldered around the circumference of the host coin. #08 is the only piece that is 

gilded and dated. With two pairs of initials and a date 1638, this may be a simple love token. 

As expected from the contemporary literature the pieces are dominated by the fine silver shillings of 

Edward VI issued 1551-3. The choice of coin obverse or reverse for the “up” side seems fairly arbitrary, 

and the rims are very variable in width and thickness. At first glance #06 and #07 might appear to be 

from the same set, however there is 0.7 mm difference in diameter, and I would have expected a 

silversmith to be more accurate than this when making a group of Shovel Board Shillings.  

More recently two pieces have been uploaded to the database of the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), 

which are of a different style. Though in very poor condition, there is clearly an added rim of joined 

silver strip, and also there are four crescent shaped cut outs, close to the inner circle and between the 

forks of the cross. 

 

Fig. 3. New type of Shovel Board Shilling with added rims and cut out slots. 

One of the PAS entries has suggested that this modification might have been to create a dress accessory 

or mount.(8). I think this is unlikely. 

The table below summarises the details of the Shovel Board Shillings illustrated here. 

  

14(8) 15(9) 

13(7) 
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No. Up side 
Rim (wt) 

mm 
Host coin 

Diameter 

mm 

Weight 

g 
Identifying Marks Source 

01 Rev. 2.561.13 Edward VI i.m. y 35.4 8.235 - GO 

02 Obv. 1.203.02 Edward VI i.m. tun 34.6 9.731 3 GO 

03 Rev. 2.401.23 Edward VI i.m. tun 37.1 8.886 WR GO 

04 Obv. 1.822.23 Charles I York 33.8 9.316 12 GO 

05 Rev. 0.651.18 Edward VI i.m. tun 34.3 6.398 99 GO 

06 Rev. 4.321.34 Edward VI i.m. tun 40.7 11.072 3, shaded inner circles GO 

07 Obv. 4.601.59 Charles I Oxford 1642 40.0 12.824 F / F GO 

08 Rev. 1.100.98 Edward VI i.m. tun 34.0 6.896 GG AS 1638 GO 

09 Obv. ? Edward VI i.m. tun 34.2? ? Rose TM/GO 

10 Rev. 1.41.6 Edward VI i.m. tun 33.5 7.4 - WBN(2) 

11 Rev. ?1.65 Edward VI i.m. y 34.3 7.11 - PAS(5) 

12 Rev. ? Edward VI i.m. tun 34.2? 9.43 9 PAS(6) 

13 Rev. ? Edward VI i.m. y 33.5 5.71 - CNG(7) 

14 ? ? Edward VI  35.0 5.69 Slots PAS(8) 

15 Rev. ?1.50 Edward VI i.m. y 36.1 6.9 Λ, Slots PAS(9) 

 
Table 1. Summary of details of Shovel Board Shillings. 

Excepting the almost smooth #13 and badly corroded #14, all of the pieces have weights in excess of 

the original coins (c.6.0g) and thus would never have circulated as coin. A higher grade specimen of a 

shilling with added rim and cut out slots would help confirm if these are Shovel Board Shillings. 
 
Postscript 
 
Another example was transferred to Shakespeare’s Birthplace Museum in 1881. “Item no.3 - A shilling 

of Edward VI, commonly known as the shove-groat shilling”. This piece had been presented by J. W. 

Jarvis, Esq.(10) Enquiries are ongoing to track this piece down and photograph it. 
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