Edward III Pennies of York with Saltire-in-Quatrefoil Reverse.
Mike Cuddeford
During the summer of 2020 a metal detectorist found a medieval silver penny in a field in Norfolk (01).
Although very poorly struck it was clear that it was an Edward III Series G penny of York. The obverse
bust featured an annulet on the breast and a saltire could be seen in the obverse legend after EDWARDVS; on the reverse there was a pellet visible after TAS and a saltire before EBO. All of this accorded with the standard publications on the period except for one detail not mentioned by any, which is a
saltire in the reverse quatrefoil where, according to the publications, there should have been a pellet.
I therefore consulted a friend more knowledgeable than I in the series and he swiftly spotted a
similar coin offered for sale on a dealer’s website (02). Comparing the two coins the reverse is clearly a
die duplicate, the obverse possibly so but uncertain due to the poor condition of the first coin. My
friend then went on to not only spot a third specimen on another website (03) but located a fourth example in a private collection (04). Comparison with the third specimen confirmed that it was from a
different obverse die but shared the same reverse die as the first two, whilst the fourth specimen is
struck from different obverse and reverse dies. The fact that we now have two reverse dies rules out a
one-off die-sinker’s error.
It therefore seems appropriate to publish this on the Blog and to invite comments from others
who may be able to elaborate further and to suggest that this York saltire-in-quatrefoil variety should
be included as a distinct sub-category in future catalogues.
I am most grateful to Roger Barrett whose diligent research led to the discovery of all three other
comparable coins and also to Denis Martin for his input. Image 02 is reproduced by courtesy of Silbury
Coins, 04 courtesy of Roger Barrett.
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