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The 1943 East Africa Shilling 
 

Gary Oddie 
Providing and controlling the coinage for overseas territories has always been problematic. Allowing transition 

from previous currencies, choosing denominations acceptable to the population and providing sufficient specie 

so as not to impede trade, required very careful judgement.  
 
In 1920, the East African Currency Board issued a Two Shilling coin (11.66g of 50% silver) to match the then 

circulating Rupee. This was a token coinage that met with limited success(1).  
 
A year later, following the coinage reform of May 1921, the shilling (7.78g of 25% silver) became the largest 

coin circulating in East Africa, both in denomination and numbers issued. The shilling mintage was typically 

ten times that of the 50 cent pieces. 
 
The table below shows the dates of the various shilling issues, the location of the manufacturing mint and where 

known, the numbers struck in millions(2). The text colour in the table refers to the Krause & Mishler (K&M) 

type for the issues(2) thus; type 21, type 28.1, type 28.2, type 28.3, type 28.4, and type 31. 
 

Date Metal London Heaton  

(H) 

King’s Norton  

(KN) 

Bombay  

(I) 

Pretoria  

(SA) 

1921 0.250 Ag 6.1 4.2    

1922 0.250 Ag 18.9 20.1    

1923 0.250 Ag  4.0     

1924 0.250 Ag  44.6     

1925 0.250 Ag 28.0     

       

1937 0.250 Ag  7.6    

       

1941 0.250 Ag    7.0, Unknown mintage  

1942 0.250 Ag  4.4  3.9  

1943 0.250 Ag    Unknown mintage  

1944 0.250 Ag  10.0   5.8 

1945 0.250 Ag     10.1 

1946 0.250 Ag     18.3 

       

1948 CuNi 19.7     

1949 CuNi 38.3 12.6 15.1   

1950 CuNi 56.4 12.4 10.0   

       

1952 CuNi 55.6 8.0 9.4   
 

Table 1. Mint contracts and mintage figures for East African shillings 1921-1952(2). 
 
By 1937, with no issues for a decade, the coinage was in a very sorry state and was being counterfeited on a 

large scale. Cast counterfeits are known for most dates in brass, silvered brass, pewter and white metal. A similar 

situation was arising in the West African coinage, as has been reviewed recently(3). 
 
The choice of silver alloy meant that the coins became worn and discoloured very quickly, the raised parts of 

the design often looking like brass or copper, akin to the copper-nose testoons of Henry VIII. A relatively small 

number of shillings were issued during the war years, all subcontracted to other mints.  
 
The 1943 issue is interesting, the last issue from the Bombay mint, before the contract was given to the Pretoria 

and Heaton mints in 1944. The 15 specimens estimated as existing in the 1980’s(4), have been revised to 25-50 

survivors today(2). The exact reason for the existence and scarcity of this date is not known but it may be related 

to the very large issue of small denomination (including one shilling) banknotes in January 1943. 
 
Two 1943 shillings have been examined. The first is illustrated in figure 1(5). The second, though about very 

fine condition, has very blotchy verdigris on both sides suggesting a poor metal mix(6). Both are from the same 

dies showing uncharacteristic feint striations in the fields from poorly finished dies. 
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Fig. 1. East Africa shilling, Bombay mint, 1943 (x1.5 and close-up of date). 7.720g. 

The existence of contemporary counterfeits of this coin does confirm that they circulated, and also gives a 

indication of the state of coins that were in circulation around this time. The mould for the counterfeit shown in 

figure 2 was taken from a genuine coin, with the curious shaped 3 and odd serifs on the 4. There are feint traces 

of the mint initial. A good proportion of the original silvering remains on the brass core. 

 

Fig. 2. Contemporary counterfeit dated 1943 (x1.5 and close-up of date). 8.140g. 

The counterfeit shown below has been cast using a mould made from a genuine coin, but there is no mint initial 

and the 3 of the date has been modified in the mould. If there was an original silvering, no traces remain. 

 

Fig. 3. Contemporary counterfeit dated 1943 (x1.5 and close-up of date). 8.840g. 

With the above in mind, the state of the coinage in East Africa and the prevalence of counterfeiting might be an 

area worthy of a more detailed study, especially if contemporary documentation can be found. 
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