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In auction sale DNW 113 for 17 September 2013, British and Scottish 
Coins and Countermarked Tokens from the late Arthur Chesser collection, 

lot 376, a Catrine Cotton Works 4/9 countermark, on a Mexico City, 

Charles IIII, 8 Reales, 1796 FM and numbered 762, is a footnote stating 

‘A note with the coin infers that it was once in the V.M. Brand collection, 

although this cannot be substantiated’. 

 
The following research would seem to indicate that this coin was not in the 

V.M. Brand collection. 

 

V.M. Brand recorded only one Catrine Cotton Works countermark in his 

records and this is found in secondary ledger 12, page 148, item 80700. 

This ledger covers the period 1914-1918 and item 80700 can be allocated 

to 1916. The description given is ‘Ag Gt. Britain 4/9 shill cs CATRINE 
COTTON WORKS’ for which he paid $US 37.50. (These details can be 

found via the Newman Numismatic Portal (nnp.wustl.edu) Library, 

Archives, B, Brand Virgil–ANS Ledgers, 1914.) 

 

Now this description does not give us the detail we require to allocate this 

coin. However, after Virgil Brand’s death in 1926 no will was found so the 
heirs to his coin collection were his brothers Armin W. Brand and Horace 

L.P. Brand. Detailed records have survived for the break-up and 

distribution of large parts of the collection and again these records can be 

found on the Newman Numismatic Portal. By accessing Library, Archives, 

J, Johnson (Burdette G.) Consignments from Armin Brand, Burdette G. 

Johnson Consignments from Armin Brand:1935, can be found many pages 

of coin transfers during 1935. Page 49 of this document (though the 
pages themselves are not numbered sequentially) is dated 31 January 

1935 and headed ‘B.G. Johnson to B.A. Seaby Ltd London England’. 

Invoice number 2175 is described in print as: 2175   Silver   4/9 Shilling   

on 1793 Span 8 Real   Mexico Mint 45.00 and then handwritten on the 

document is: Catrine Cotton Works   F   3505. 

 
These details appear to show that Armin Brand had sold this coin to 

Burdette G. Johnson (a dealer in St. Louis) who in turn had sold it to 

Seaby for $US 45.00. Crucially the 3505 annotation is the number 

stamped on this coin by the Catrine Cotton Works. (Fig. 1) 

 



 
 

Fig. 1. - Catrine Cotton Works 4/9 No 3505 courtesy of National Museums 

of Scotland. 

 

This same coin had appeared in print in 1904 in W.J. Davis’s The 

Nineteenth Century Token Coinage, plate H, number 7. It next appeared 
in print in the sale of the Thomas Bliss collection sold by Sotheby, 

Wilkinson & Hodge over eight days in 1916 being Wednesday 22 March, 

Thursday 23 March, Friday 24 March then Monday 15 May, Tuesday 16 

May, Wednesday 17 May, Thursday 18 May and Friday 19 May. Lot 787 

(sold on the seventh day of the sale – so the 18 May 1916) is described as 

‘A Spanish Dollar of 1793, marked CATRINE·COTTON·WORKS N° 3505 in a 
sunk circle enclosing 4/9 in a round sinking [Pl. XIV]. Lot 787 is recorded 

as purchased by Spink and is, therefore, more than likely to have been 

sold on to Brand as Spink were large suppliers of coins to Brand and the 

date of 1916 fits in perfectly with Brand’s records. 

 

At this stage it can be fairly certain that coin numbered 3505 found its 

way into Brand’s collection. What is required now is to follow the coin from 
Seaby in 1935. The coin is now residing in the collection of the National 

Museums of Scotland in Edinburgh, reference A1935.39. The 1935 is the 

year of acquisition the 39 being the 39th coin acquired that year. No 

records have been traced for the sale by Seaby to the Museum, though 

they may exist, nor have the Museum’s records been examined, but the 

year 1935 seems to be fairly conclusive. 
 

Any further information would be greatly welcomed. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


